
"It's no different than what happened under eight years of  
George Bush and eight years of  Bill Clinton"  
ð Obama White House official 
  
If  you were a Democrat President who campaigned 
on changing the way Washington works and hold-
ing your administration to a higher standard, would 

you tape campaign fundraising videos in the White 
House Map Room of  all places, even if  it is per-
haps technically legal?   
 
Of course you wouldnõt.  But then why is President 
Obama doing exactly that?   
This is not the first time a Democrat President has 
gotten into hot water for using the White House 
Map Room for political purposes.  During his 1996 
re-election campaign, President Bill Clinton held 

dozens of  infamous òWhite House coffeesó in the 
White House Map Room with big donors to his 
campaign and the Democrat Party.  The central 
questions surrounding these coffees were whether 
or not President Clinton was essentially holding 
fundraising events inside the White House and 
whether Clinton-Gore officials and the DNC were 
using the White House as a political tool to help the 
campaign.   
 
The disclosure of these òWhite House coffeesó led 
to what became wide-ranging, overlapping Justice 
Department and Congressional investigations that 
lasted for years in which dozens were charged with 
various campaign finance crimes.  While no one was 
ultimately prosecuted for the shenanigans directly 
related to the coffees, it took years of  bad press, 
millions in legal fees, hundreds of  subpoenas and 
5th amendment assertions, and endless congres-
sional hearings and depositions to figure out. 
 
Mr. Obamaõs lawyers and advisers must have re-
minded him about the scandal that emanated from 
the White House Map Room following the 1996 
elections (the same year he was first elected to the 
Illinois State Senate).  Itõs curious that Mr. Obama, 
while weighing his 2008 campaign promises along 
with potential political and legal fallout, would give 
the go ahead to do this, regardless.   
 
Ask again, why in the world would President 
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òBusiness As Usualó Barack 

Barack Obama gives lofty speeches, but they are mere platitudes nothing 
more. Source: WhiteHouse.gov 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/politics/special/campfin/coffees/
http://www.justice.gov/opa/pr/2001/January/017crm.htm
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Obama authorize the use of  the White House Map Room for political 
purposes?     
 
One explanation is that the President may have concluded that, at the 
end of  the day, his friends in the mainstream media would never hold 
him accountable and that he could get away with it because, hey, after 
all, heõs Barack Obama.   
 
Another conclusion he may have come to, as hinted by the White 
House staff  quote above, is that this is business as usual, every Presi-
dent is allowed to use the White House for his political advantage, so 
why not him?  Oh, how the hopeful have fallen.  30 months into his 
presidency and Barack òBig Changeó Obama is all about his re-election 
and raising money the most convenient way possible, consequences be 
damned.  Itõs business as usual.  In fact, itõs downright Clintonian!   
And perhaps most damaging, itõs a promise broken.   

It is yet to be seen how this hardly-new allegation plays out.  House 
Oversight Committee Chairman Darrell Issa is asking questions and 
RNC Chairman Reince Priebus has called for a Department of  Justice 
investigation, but donõt hold your breath.  The media is reporting on 
these actions, but isnõt digging.  Once again, it looks like weõll have to 
count on the court of  public opinion to rule the day by rejecting 
òBusiness As Usualó Barack.  
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Barack Obama shaking hands with Speaker Boehner. Source: WhiteHouse.gov 
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Space ð The American Frontier 
 
On July 8, 2011 the space shuttle Atlantis flew into 
the heavens for the last time.  Millions of  Ameri-
cans watched in awe, as man took flight into space.  
This iconic scene, one that has been quintessen-
tially American since the earliest days of  the space 
race is the end of  an era. 
 
President Obama saluted the shuttle and its crew: 
 
òBehind Atlantis and her crew of brave astronauts 
stand thousands of  dedicated workers who have 
poured their hearts and souls into Americaõs Space 
Shuttle program over the past three decades. To 
them and all of NASAõs incredible workforce, I 
want to express my sincere gratitude. You helped 
our country lead the space age, and you continue to 
inspire us each day.ó 
 

Unfortunately, the Presidentõs gratitude will not 
provide jobs to the 9,000 Floridians left unem-
ployed.  As CBS News has reported, this is a loss 
of  over $600 million in wages that will no longer 
be earned or spent in Florida.  Itõs not just those 
directly employed by NASA that will be impacted -
- contractors, restaurants, t-shirt vendors all stand 
to suffer. 
 
Shutting down the space shuttle program will also 
make it harder to attract top talent to our space 
programs in the future.  One former NASA em-
ployee, speaking in the Washington Post, warned that 
ògiven the lengthy hiatus in the U.S. ability to 
launch astronauts into space, NASA and its con-
tractor partners may run into difficulty attracting 
and retaining the best and brightest engineering 
and science talent. Many current employees with 
critical corporate memory are also likely to depart 
or retire, making it more difficult for NASA to 
build on past human spaceflight successes.ó 

 
The current state of  Amer-
icaõs manned space pro-
gram stands as a sad com-
mentary on the state of  
our nation.  Where once 
we were filled with hope 
and optimism as we 
reached for the stars, today 
we are shutting down this 
vital program, ceding the 
heavens to the Chinese and 
Russians.  There is more at 
stake than just the jobs of  
the hard working men and 
women who staffed the 
shuttle program, we stand 
to lose our leading position 
in space, as well as endan-
ger our national security. 
 

Space shuttle Atlantis is seen over the Bahamas prior to a perfect docking with the International Space Sta-
tion. Source: NASA.gov 


