
 On January 21, 2010, Citizens United scored a de-

cisive victory for the First Amendment in the Supreme 

Court case of Citizens United v. FEC.  That decision al-

lowed individuals to stand together and speak with one 

voice to exercise their right to political speech and expres-

sion.  Whether you are an individual, non-profit, small 

business, corporation, or labor union you cannot be si-

lenced. 

 The decision set off waves of criticism from Presi-

dent Obama and the liberal elites.  During the 2010 State 

of the Union address Obama attacked the Court and Citi-

zens United, when he argued: "Last week, the Supreme 

Court reversed a century of law to open the floodgates for 

special interests ð including foreign corporations ð to 

spend without limit in our elections." (Neither statement is 

true ï the ban on foreign corporate participation in elec-

tions stands, and Citizens United overturned less than 20 

years of bad case law). 

 He continued to demagogue the issue in 2010 as he 

barnstormed the country raising funds for Democrat can-

didates: 

 

 I want you to understand right now all over this 

 country special interests are planning and running 

 millions of dollars of attack ads against Democ-

 ratic candidates.  Because of last yearôs Supreme 

 Court decision in Citizens United, they are now 

 allowed to spend as much as they want, unlimited 

 amounts of money, and they don't have to reveal 

 who is paying for these ads.  And that's what 

 they're doing.  Millions of dollars being spent by 

 groups with harmless-sounding names, Americans 

 for Prosperity, the Committee for Truth in Politics, 

 or Moms for Motherhood.  I made that last one up. 

 

 He further argued: ñThey want to keep the public 

in the dark.  But we wonôt let them.  Weôre not about to 

allow special interests to take over our democracy.ò  

 This spring however, his political calculus has 

changed.  Much to the Presidentôs chagrin, at a time of 

stifling unemployment and a stagnant economy, the voters 

donôt want to hear about campaign finance.  They want to 

hear about one thing and one thing only: JOBS. 

 Realizing he cannot woo voters with debates over 

campaign finance law, it appears that the President has 

thrown in the towel on his campaign finance fight.  Like 

the old saying goes, ñif you canôt beat óem, join óem.ò  

President Obamaôs former senior staffers have announced 

the formation of a new Super PAC and a 501(c)(4) organi-

zation to fund raise in secret to support his reelection cam-

paign.  Now, President Obamaôs operatives are openly 

embracing the Citizens United decision. 

 The pair of organizations, operating under the 

names Priorities USA and Priorities USA Action, are be-

ing helmed by former White House Deputy Press Secre-

tary Bill Burton and former aide to Rahm Emanuel, Sean 

Sweeney.  They plan to promote Barack Obamaôs reelec-

tion in a post-Citizens United world.  They will raise 

funds without disclosure which they will use to run mil-

lions of dollars in political advertising promoting Barack 

Obama.  The exact type of advertising Barack Obama op-

posed when it favored Republican candidates. Where is 

his righteous indignation?  Where is his outrage? 

 What about contempt for Burton and his hypoc-

risy?  In 2008 Burton denounced these efforts ï ñWe do 

not think people should be donating to 527s.ò  (527s were 

a precursor to todayôs Super PACs.)  He added, ñWe 

would rather have them involved in our campaign. It is 

our hope that anyone who supports Obama does so di-

rectly through his cam-
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paign and not through these outside groups.ò 

 White House Press Secretary Jay Carney was faced with the task of rec-

onciling the Presidentôs rhetoric with his tacit acceptance of these new organi-

zations seeking to raise unlimited sums in secret to support his reelection.  Car-

neyôs response: ñObviously we donôt control outside groups.ò  When pressed 

about Burtonôs role, Carney fired back, ñThese are not people working for the 

administration and we can't control their activity.ò 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Carneyôs words stand in stark contrast to President Obamaôs.  In De-

cember 2007, then candidate Obama railed against independent advertising be-

ing run by supporters and former employees of John Edwards.  He called on 

Edwards to pressure these independent organizations to shutter their doors. 

 

 The fact is this is somebody who worked for John Edwards, for the last 

 who knows how many years, who's a good friend and colleague of Ed

 wards, who's now running a 527 that is running ads on behalf of John 

 Edwards. You're telling me he has no influence over him? That's not 

 true. If  Robert Gibbs started running a 527 and I called Robert Gibbs 

 and said, 'Stop running ads on my behalf,' are you suggesting I would 

 have no influence over Robert Gibbs? 

 

 Obama declared, ñMy attitude is if you canôt get your former campaign 

manager and political director to do what youôd like, then itôs going to be hard 

to get the insurance companies and drug companies to do what you want.ò 

 But today, Obama and Jay Carney claim to be powerless to stop their 

friends and former colleagues from engaging in these same practices that the 

President claimed to so detest. 

 But the reality is that Obamaôs former staffers are exercising their First 

Amendment rights restored by Citizens United.  One wonders when or if the 

President has the intellectual honesty to either denounce Burton and Priorities 

USA (as he so often has Citizens United and groups like Americans for Prosper-

ity) or finally come out in favor of the First Amendment. 
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White House Press Secretary Jay Carney, alongside President 

Obama, is trying to gloss over the fact Obamaôs former campaign 

aides are openly embracing the Citizens United Supreme Court  

ruling.  A ruling which they both have spoken out against. 
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Debt Limit Breached 

 Our national debt surpassed $14.294 trillion 

this month, breaking through the debt ceiling set forth 

by Congress. How America got to this point is crystal-

lized in the Obama Administrationôs own Fiscal Year 

2012 budget. It was released just three months ago and, 

despite our country being knee deep in an enormous 

fiscal crisis, does not mention any meaningful entitle-

ment reform at all. In fact, President Obama said at the 

time that it was not his place to offer a plan to bring 

down Americaôs debt: ñéif you look at the history of 

how these deals get done, typically itôs not because 

thereôs an Obama plan out there.ò 

 A president has to lead, but when it comes to 

the national debt, President Obama has been MIA. 

Without any leadership from the White House, the bur-

den falls to Congress. Over a thousand people took 

Citizens Unitedôs Facebook poll over the weekend, and 

an overwhelming majority believes that Congress will 

not have the courage to reform Medicare and Social 

Security this year. To bring down our debt, real reform 

of entitlement programs must be achieved. If not, the 

national debt will continue to spiral out of control mak-

ing life that much more difficult for future generations. 

 The Treasury Department can still pay Amer-

icaôs creditors up until August 2nd, at that point if a 

deal on raising the debt ceiling is not reached in Con-

gress then America will default on its obligations. 

There is still time for a deal to be reached, but that deal 

must include real cuts and reforms or we will be back at  

this same point again soon, only with higher debt. En-

acting the cuts necessary to get us back on stable 

ground will be both painful and difficult. It will take a 

courageous coalition of Americans willing to do the 

right thing for our children and grandchildren; some-

thing President Obama has failed to do so far. 

 In March, Citizens United called on Congress to 

adopt a rule that would trigger a debt ceiling vote every 

time the debt climbs by $100 billion. At the rate the 

federal government is spending money, these votes 

would have to be taken often. The reason to have the 

debt limit so low is to hold Congress and the Obama 

Administrationôs feet to the fire when it comes to 

spending cuts. Congress has raised the debt ceiling 98 

times since 1940, rendering the idea of a ñdebt limitò 

virtually useless. The ceiling is more like a goalpost 

that keeps getting moved because of the federal govern-

mentôs reckless spending habits. 

 To give this new rule teeth, the vote should re-

quire a two-thirds super majority in Congress to con-

tinue to fund the government. With this rule in place, 

raising the debt ceiling would become extremely diffi-

cult and Congress would be forced to curb spending or 

face defaulting on our debt. Some may call this ex-

treme, but when the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 

Staff, Admiral Michael Mullen, says, ñThe most sig-

nificant threat to our national security is our debt,ò ex-

treme measures must be taken. 

 For decades, there was a culture of indulgence 

that led to many Americans looking the other way 

when it came to fiscal responsibility and our national 

debt. Citizens United Productionsô documentary Gen-

eration Zero explains how this selfishness helped lead 

to our current economic crisis.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Thankfully, with the help of the Tea Party 

movement, Americans have finally awoken to our na-

tional debt crisis. In a recent Gallup Poll, 47 percent of 

Americans wanted their Member of Congress to vote 

against the raising of the debt ceiling. Americans are 

realizing that the national debt, as it now stands, will 

have a devastating impact on their children and grand-

childrenôs standard of living and they are demanding 

that Washington take action now.  
 

Citizens Unitedôs film Generation Zero can be  

purchased online at www.CitizensUnited.com or by  

calling 202-547-5420. Bulk order prices are also  

available! 

http://www.facebook.com/home.php?sk=question&id=10150192543270849&qa_ref=qd

