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Where Did All That Stimulus Money Actually Go?

A Look Back funds dedicated to ot
More than two years after the fact, Presidentl $184.4 billion out of $224 billion (82 percent) o
Obamads partisan $800 billidmwndstidmdigcadedi Fbrise

ruary 2009. Millions of Americans have written itoffasan f unds dedi cated for
abject failure. Millions more continue to wait for the jobs have been spent.

they were promised by their President. As you recall, te $624.8 billion out of $787 billion (79 percent) i
bill was rushed through the legislative process with virtually tal stimulus funds have been spent. (*92 perc
no Republican support and passed with little debate orcon- t he $787 billion has

actually work or succeed were largely pushed aside.Rpd; ting Requirements
Obama Administration told the American people that if the

go above 8 percent. As it turns out, last month was thexfigsty 't 1 4 ¢ t grants and

time the unemployment rate was urtpercesince April ith job creation. Also, while this $275 billion was s
of 2009. The bottom line is that there is little evidenceithabe a1 | ed ot i ghto6 report

the Obama stimulus was anything but a lesson in howito | i on for otax benefit
essentially waste almost a trillion dollars in taxpayer funds. According toOMBWatch.org o A b-third tof

So, where did the money go? We at Citizens Uy very Act spending, the discretionary fu

were more thar_1 curious about this, so we decided to Pogec ontracts, grants, and
around a little bit. porting requirements and provides monetary resourd
The Basics infrastructur e, research

For starters, the Ob aThaotherduahirdsiofRecovery Acbspehding igctude
website, www.recovery.gov, is about as easy to navigéeest spending and tax expenditures. Entitlemer
the icebergs of the North Atlantic. For obvious reasdirect payments to people, such as unemployment
providing usefriendly information is not in the administrance, COBRA health insurance benefits, antinn@&ocis
tionds best interests. Becurity pgymeats; tak expendiuses arebtbectax iore
cal inside our federal government, regardless of whodseil uct i ons a ut Qoogresszxempted th
charge. At any rate, here are the basics, as far as we cantiigéiment payments and tax cuts from the Recove

The $787 billion stimulus bill was divided into threporting requirementsar gel y f or pr i
main parts in terms of how the money is to be spent. $288 According toThe New York Tignée Internal Rev

billion is Dbeing spent ohue Seyvica has np way ef kniowing & billions B g bg
odentitlementsd; and $275 availabdlelthiroogh the stimubus aren keingarightfuly, cl
|l oans. 6 To date, the f odTlhauhagn dseracfe nAmegrei coafn ft
three areas have been spent: than $500 million in tax

1 $259.9 billion out of $288 billion (90 percehthe benefits under the Obantntinued on the next page...

sideration of any kind. Questions about how the plan wggid Billion In Stimulus Funds Not Subject To Tight
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troversial as it was when in was first signed into law in Feli- $180.5 billion out of $275 billion (66 percent) of tt
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. . : Only 35 percent of all stimulus funds ($275 hjllic
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admini str at i o ntine homea buyels,ra @adrnménd watchHdog
port saidéThat finding was one pa In this Issue

administration that saitde Internal Revenue Service does not know whethe _ .
majority of the $312 billion in tax breaks available through the American REAISICRRICRRIEIRSITyITE
and Reinvestment Act are being claimed legitimaFely report said that folUSRYSNITEU\AEToly
businesses and individual taxpaye Pg. 1 X
is unable to verify eligibility for the majority of Recovery Act benefits at the

tax return is processed. 8606 The Attorney General
Congressional Reports On Stimulus Waste Defends the Laws of the

When the Demaocrats were in control of Congress over the past twolSIlI =l RS AN @Rl 5 [
they conducted no oversight, but thankfully Senator Coburn released threg Agrees With)
(June 2009, December 2009, and August 2010) highlighting 300 wasteful Pg. 3

projects or expenditures worth mo I
dantly clear that the necessary safeguards to limit the misuse of stimul Honoring the Heroes of
were not built into the legislation. This is what happens when our leade o) : :

C . peration Iraqi Freedom,
rushed decisions with unprecedented amounts of taxpayer dollars. Eight Years On

Stimulus Spending Per Congressional District Pg.5

Citizens United recently completed a study analyzing stimulus spe
congressional district based upon information provided on www.recove
For the purposes of this study, we included the District of Columbia as a ¢
sional district because it received substantial stimulus funds. Here is a su

Citizens United
Productions Presents
Pg. 7

the findings.
T More than $250 billion has been sent to congressional distrig
dcontract, grants, and |l oans. 6 Final Thoughts
T 48 out of 436 (11 percent) congressional districts received $1 bil Pg. 8

more. 5 of these 48 districts are statewide districts.
1 Average funds received per congressional district: more than $589

1 Most funds received: $5, 431, %4 Published B l
CA, 50 district). Citizens United
i Least funds received: $36, 034, t
NY, 9h district). Editor
Important New Legislation To Refund Unspent Stimulus Funds David N. Bossie
Scores of fiscally conservative Americans believe it would be a s

to return the more than $160 billion in unspent stimulus funds. Regardles Managing Editor
outrageous trillion dollar figure J.T. Mastranadi

Era, $160 billion is still a huge amount of money that is worth going after
toward deficit reduction. Sen. Jerry MorakK§Rand Rep. Sean Duffy-\{(R) Contributors
recently introduced legislation aiming to do exactly that. Chris Berg

Closing Jeff Marschner
President Obamads st i mipdrtisasn apprbaa
in passing the legislation set the tone for his presidency. Looking at the st Publication Design
amounts of taxpayer funds each congressional district received for so few Kirk Risinger
results is a disgrace. The mains Julie Drinkard r
stimulus bill is shameful. Going forward, it is critically important for the Co
to stop payment on the unspent stimulus money so all is not lost. The Rey
House of Representatives must also conduct vigorous oversight to find o
went wrong to ensure that this never happens again.
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The Attorney General Defends the is a Washington DC insider. He has a politica
L aws of the United States agenda of his own. Both Holder and Presider

(That He Agrees With) means for executing this partisan political
agenda.

Consider if you will, two scenarios. First,
Congress passes an uncontroversial law with
overwhelming bipartisan support, by a vote of
342 to 67 in the House of Representatives. Sec-
ond, Congress narrowly passes a controversial
law, along party lines, by a vote of 219 to 212 in
the House of Representatives. If you are the At-
torney General, which law do you defend? -

The right answer is you defend them both.

Our Constitution set forth a government that re- -

lies on a separation of powers. That system 4?&

places the power to create laws in the legislative F.

branch, the duty to execute the laws in the execu-atomey General Eric Holder continues to stand be-
tive branch, and the ability to determine the Con- hind weakly supported Obamacare, but refuses to de-
stitutionality of a law in the judicial branch. This fend DOMAS alaw easily passed with support from
divided system of government has stood the test both Republicans and Democrats.

of time. _ _ Letds return to ou
With regards to the executive branch, Arti-yot 5o hypothetical. Attorney General Holder

the President Atake CaitGaspddedwith dvefwhéirfingdirtisare
fully executed. o I 1 0 Quppdrt, Brldefthd afonffoversRidaly based

does so through an evexpanding executive the right answer should be. Unfortunately

bilities in order to execute the laws that Congressss chosen to forsake the first law and defend
passes. It falls on the Attorney General to defenghcond. The two laws at issue are the Patient

the laws of the United States when challenged ipyqtection and Affordable Care Act (better kng
the courts. In our hypothetical, the Attorney Geny s s Obamacar e o ) and {

eral should defend both laws. Act (ADOMAOS) respecH

function as it would in a high school civics text- fanding Obamacare, but have abandoned the
book. Government officials, including the Attor-o v y"ment 6s defense of

ney General, are political animals and will take President Obamabs

actions to implement their political agendas ovel,ig signature legislative accomplishment. Mo

defending the laws of the United States they ha\é% than his aggressive expansion of American
sworn to enforce and protect. debt through alleged

Our current Attorney General, Eric Holder, Continued on the next page...
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cle I, Section 3 of the Constitution requires thatwas faced with this exact situation. defend a |&

branch. Presidents delegate powers and respofider, contrary to his Constitutional obligation

—+

Barack Obama are using the legal system as p

the laws that Congress passes. The President i 5 weak Democrat majority. We know what

Unfortunately government does not alway§stice Department are sparing no expense de-



Asti muluso funds, hi s pagisan\wie of B4 to 67 ahdathe Senateewith ac
American healthcare systemis whathewilbe vot e of 85 to 14. The
remembered for. The government, initszealtavor d O marri aged means

pass the legislation, lied about its constitutional tween one man and one woman as husband gnc

basis. Throughout the entire legislative processyi f e, and t he word 0§c¢
the government insisted that the healthcare maison of the opposite sex who is a husband or a
date was not a tax. However, once the billbe- wi f e . 0 For fifteen €

Hol der 6s Justi ce De p ationsmEonthe pasttwoiyeass, the Depantenentof

Constitutional because it is in fact a tax. Justice, under the direction of Obama and Holde
The most offensive provision of has defended the law as constitutional.

Obamacare requires all Americans to purchase

government approved healthcare plans. If you B

dondét purchase the 1 n:

chase of a private good or service. If thisis Co
stitutional, what is to stop the government from
requiring you to buy a Chevrolet, or requiring
each American to purchase one pound of broccq
each week? There would be no limit on govern$
ment power. Yet this is the law that the Obama
Administration aggressively lobbied for and no
will fight for until their last breath.
Challenged in court by no less than 28 -
states and declared unconstitutional by at least President Obama refuses to let the healthcare reform
.. . bill go down without a fight, even though it is deemed
two courts, _the Obama Admm_'Strat'qn and the unconstitutional. However, DOMA, a law that is
Holder Justice Department still persist. After a constitutional, is being left by the wayside.
court in Florida struck down the legislation,

Hol der 6s Justice Depart ngihbw TRePOb&ME JustibeDepartm
forcement of the decision. In effect, rather thanp a5 apandoned DOMA and its res onsibility t
appeal the ruling, Hohek&scuté tﬁeﬂa@v.%%n"gr@sg i3 feft to tifeS
to blunt its impact. Only after the Judge took A g mi ni st rialefandtmedasy. 9penker
them to task did they file a notice of appeal.  goehner has convened the Bipartisan Legal Aflv
The Obama Administration fought for the 551y Group to determine how to defend the legis
healthcare proposal the President desired. Nowgtion. Unfortunately, Attorney General Holder
under fire from all angles, the Obama Administrgng president Obama have made clear they will

tion will not admit that.it erred. . only defend the laws that advance their political
The Holder Justice Department will not, agenda.

however, defend the legality of DOMA. DOMA
was enacted on September 21, 1996. It passed the
House of Representatives with a resounding bi-
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Honoring the Heroes of Operation tale of a battalion surgeon who risked his ownlif

. . to move an aid station forward, into the middle o
Iragi Freedom, Eight Years On the fight- a decision that saved thirty lives. These

This month marks the eighth anniversary Prave men and women answered the call to sen
of the launch of Operation Iraqi Freedom. In lib-They deserve to be honored, and their stories)de

erating the Iragi people from a cruel and sadisti€rve to be told.
regime that had the means and desire to commit
mass genocide, used biological weapons agains
its own people, and offered aid and safe harbor
for terrorists, the United States Military made us
safer by removing a great evil from the world.

Our soldiers brought justice to Saddam Hussein,
a ruthless dictator who added horrific phrases to
the American | exicon |
prisons, 0 and fAhuman s
brave men and women in uniform performed val-
ilantly and we should all be thankful for their sac-
rifice in the cause of freedom.

America prevailed in Irag because of the |
professionalism and selflessness displayed by o
all-volunteer military. The mainstream media
will ignore the heroism of our troops during their
retrospectives this week, but we want to remind
Americans of their courage and honor. The film

Perfect Valoris our tribute to the heroes of the
Iraqg War. Narrated by Senator Fred Thompson, P E R F ECT V“W LO R
the awarewinning film focuses on Operation v

Phantom Fury, the 2004 fight for control of Fallu-
jah, Irag, when American troops battled through JEENEI et B S B RE I N TRV
city of enemy insurgents, and fought house to

house and street to street to seize control ofthe Ci tizens United film fiPer|f
the heroes of the Irag War. To purchase this film please

most dangerous city in the worléerfect Valor call 202547-5420. Special bulk order rates are also
vividly illustrates the courage our men and available!

women in uniform display on the battlefield each , _ _

and every day. But many on the left, including President

Barack Obama, wanted to turn their backs on|oL
troops and let the sacrifices made in battles like
Fallujah go in vain. For President Obama, poli-
tics didndot stop at 11
abandoning our troops by defunding them durjng
\%artime and Ieaving Continued on the next page...

In Perfect Valor we meet a Navy Cross re-
cipient, recognized for extraordinary gallantry
under fire during the assault on Fallujaie lis-
ten to the family of a fallen Marine as they tell
the story of their sacrifice. We hear the harrowin
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Iraq before the job was done. He wanted to cutproved through the surge that they could get the
and run just before the successful surge was orjob done and put Irag on the right track, much|to
chestrated by General David Petraeus. the chagrin of the Left.

In January of 2007, thefienator Barack The tide turned in Iraq when the insurgent

Obama, introduced theaq War Deescalation  forces realized the United States was commitec
Act of 2007 which had a hard withdrawal date ok the fight, rather than setting arbitrary with-

March 31, 2008, for all combat brigades. Presi-grawa deadlines, and would support the newl

dent Obama introduced the legislation so he  gjacted Iragi government, instead of leaving it|to
could curry favor wit Bangflehnecheiviﬁdf Orfeting 8 dulgeMéok thef
in the 2008 president kigylfpSitich Colirdg® tRat FreifentDBamg
time for us to fundamentally change our policy. kngws nothin%about and would never have tHe

't is time to give |71 &€ideiobdhigb!? country bac
Presi dent Obama had gotten his way, |l raqgosg

tarian violence would have spiraled out of con-
trol, and, far from restoring the country back to
the Iraqi people, could have very well handed it
over to foreign elements of al Qaeda to use as a
terrorist base.

President George W. Bush visits with the soldiers during
the Irag War. His leadership helped keep our brave
volunteers strong during that time.

(D

Just eight years ago brave Americans b

President Obama with General Petraeus in a helicopter as gan risking their lives to fight for the freedom of

they survey the territory of Baghad in 2008. If President  the Iraqgi people and help secure America agajns
Obama had succeeded in pulling out the troops as early asan intolerable threat. We must never forget the

he wanted to then it could have been disastrous for the  gacrifices they and their families have made in
Iraqi people. service to our nation. America is a great country
because we have young men and women willjng
Thankfully, President Bush and his com- to sacrifice for something greater than themsglve
manders did not cave in to pressure from liberals freedom.
in Washington and the mainstream media to pull
out. Our brave men and women in uniform
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