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Obamads oUnprecedentedod Transpag

To this day, President Obama has the fol- Not only did President Obama enjoy a f
lowing statement posted prominently anquisitive Congress, but he continues to be m

committed to creating an unprecedented levelstifeam media. When there was a question v
openness in GovernmentVe will work together asking, chances aréhe New York Timeslhe
to ensure the public truand establish a system dVashington PostTime NewsweekNBC, ABC,

U.S. House of Representatives will change hanidéal control of Washington for the past two ye
Republican chairman will now have the power b@as turned out to be a douddged sword all

administration. How Mr. Obama will handle thisation will be asked again this time with sub
new dynamic I S anyon eifosenaagnddepgositionautkorty m t h e

Obama & Co. have been subject to no congres- Which path will President Obama tak
sional scrutiny whatsoever. OutgoiSgpeaker Either you cooperate or you drag your feet.
Pelosi and Senator Reid and their liberal lieuteher you are forthright with Congress or you [
ants made the conscious decision to let the adight. There are several issues that the Presg
ministration do as it pleased for two years, essareds to consider. Many of these congress
tially putting a hold on any meaningful oversiglmvestigations and public hearings will play
so they could concentrate on passing their-adtiring his reelection campaign. If he coopera
growth agenda. To the detriment of most Amewith Congress and releases all the requeste
cans, Democrats were largely successful in dofogmation for public inspection, it could advers
this. affect him in the polls

January 2011, more than 20 committees in tAbama and congressional Democrats, being
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www.whitehouse.gav A My Ad mi miadove afdiriwthnwide swvaths of the majin-

VOl

transparency, public participation, and collaboa-nd CBS al | obedient |
tion. Openness will strengthen our democracyamce honest , iI'tos easy |t
promote efficiency and effectiveness in Goverparency when no one is asking you about an
ment . O t hing politically I n|c

Being a Washington politician, he talkspoi nt : can the true|r
good game, but Presi deinon Obamgosepnmeinseofpe
his administration with unprecedented transparu t to a |l egitimate |t
ency is about to face its first true test. In eadpout to be put to the test in a big way. |Fc
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conduct the first oversight of the President and the questions that went unanswered over thal c
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If he decides to stonewall Congress instead, it also could hurt hi
the polls. Picking fights with Congress conjure up memories of
Clinton years not exactly evidence that you tried to change Wa
ington.
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Motors.

Americans have a unique relationship with The restrictions of the past are too nun
their cars. From the days that the first Model Tous to count, but those of the Obama Adminis
roll ed off Henry For dé&on ara possedrtobnhale tHem seem trividihe
sics of the 1950s and 1960s, our cars have ser@ohma Administration has gone far beyond t
as a symbol of our freedom and indepeng+edecessors in attempting to reinvent the dri
ence. We all remember the first time we were erexperience. The Department of Transportatig
trusted with the keysl etdo boyurObparaedrst & @ kauwnt
and were able to set off on the open road. tary Ray LaHood, is at the forefront of t

Today that freedom is being encroachédP @ ma Admi ni stration
upon. The Obama Administration is seizing ofide:
its perceived regulatory authority to restrict every
aspect of our driving experience.

Long ago the federal government sought to
regulate how fast we could drive by offering fed-
eral funds for highway repair to states that would
cap speed limits.In 1974, when the Emergency
Highway Conservation Act was signed into law,
the new Anational speed
per hour. This was done in an attempt to reduce
oil consumption. | t wasnot unt il < .
feder al government sawR4#y ttaHo®d ragicgpet i nchéd&r i
speed l imto to 65 mi | e & Seﬁr%af.yoftﬂeBeaalitm_entofTransporatlon.

The Federal government should not be in
the business of setting state speed limi@&on- Secretary LaHood and his team of burg

they repealed the law and completely returned thed i s t r ¥oo tmmaydworwler what exactly
power to set speed limits to the states. Adi stracted drivingo

the federal government has long exercised contf§€MS to think that a public relations camp
over new automobile gas mileage and emissioffdl help explain the problem and prevent-tas
standards Rarely does a year go by where we o "esult, they launched the website dist
not see the federal government propose more $@N-gov. From this public relations campaig
erous restrictions on the automobile industry, thfg@tured on Oprah, we learn that:

increasing the cost to purchase a new &Gadly ADi stracted ddrivingia®
weobdbve all come t o actvieymdpersdn eregages e dvielle @érating a
ment 6s abil ity t o do nrrehitlee Sughractivities have the gbierdid

private activity in this fashion.We 6 v e b dalistmact tlseerson from the primary task of d

Along with the ability to set speed limitsd0 0 stop it? The Department of Transportation

Government Motors eral government effectively purchased Gener
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gress finally acknowledged this in 1995, whearats feel that too many drivers are driving
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complicit, no one batted an eyelash when the fedg and increase thetomimIe d on the next page
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oing to see the technology become adaptal

SO in short, distracted driving s anythlngutomobiles to disable these cell phones. We

one does in a car other than drivBoes that in-
clude trying to calm screaming children®/hat

allowed, but singing along is problematic. kin to dub LaHoevhd CGe
The real target of Plkaage elCragulgtiongcan pglly preyantd

traction.gov it is prRngwithdigablingycgllular phenesPerhapsih

oneds ability to | egadel Recadse thgy may yuss and slistracy
dents stemming from the use of cellular tel@Pposition. The real truth is that all driving is d

state efforts go far enough_ eliminate riSk in our |iveS and |t ShOUId not

In the days preceding Thanksgiving, Secrgérgzgxsby taking away our personal choices

tary LaHood sought to further promote his public
relations campai gn ag
i n g .Doring the course of an interview on
MSNBC he explained thait her eb6s a

nology out there now that can disable phones an

webre | ooking at that. P
your cell phone from working in your carHe
further explained:

Mi chell e Mal kin |ikens Se

phones t oMad APelWerPhone

the days when we could get behind the wheel
down the windows, and enjoy the of
road. Those days have long passédow, it feelg
as if Secretary LaHood is in the passenger
with us every time we drive.

Mar keting materials for Secretary LaHoodds new

about listening to the radioMaybe listening is This ludicrous effort caused Michelle Mal-

until [they] st opny stades SQuid bantradigs ang CO, playegs, or prohib
have passferdeeh alnadves  &Hdien upderdhe age ¢f 12drgm riding in a vehi

driving in an effort to reduce accidents and indfiver. Such efforts would be met with significgnt

phones. Secretary LaHood does not believe theacted driving. The federal government caniof

All this overregulation makes us long for

ri sk of crashing. o Al think the technol 09c

to do a | ot more | f W €

against distraction is cellular telephonest dis- tracted driving accidents, why is LaHood stpp
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